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104 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 



BODLEIAN GENIZA FRAGMENTS. 



11. 



MS. Heb. b. 13, fol. 35. Paper, 13JX 11 inches. The begin- 
ning is lost and many passages are ahnost illegible. The 
name of the author, Nehemiah b. Kohen Zedeq, is written on 
the verso, which is otherwise blank, in a hand different from 
that of the text and perhaps a little later. There is, how- 
ever, no reason to doubt the ascription. Nehemiah became 
Gaon of Pumbeditha in 961, and as the date Kislev 274 at 
the end (=1374 Sel. = Dec. 96a A. D.) seems to be that of 
the writing, this may be his autograph. The purport of the 
letter is much the same as that of his predecessor, if the first 
letter in No. I is rightly attributed to Aaron Gaon. The 
College at Pumbeditha is neglected in 962, as it was ten 
years before, and Nehemiah insists with an almost pathetic 
earnestness on the duty of supporting it. The letter does 
not add much to our scanty knowledge of the period, but 
considering that we possess nothing by this Gaon and only 
know of him from his enemies, the text seems worth pub- 
lishing. It is most unfortunate that the early part of it is 
so much broken, since in line 4 he is evidently speaking of 
some one who died in Nisan of the previous year (= April, 
96a), though the expressions used can hardly apply to his 
predecessor Aaron, with whom he was on the worst of terms. 
He was, however, apparently anxious to put matters in the 
most favourable light, as we see from the account of his 
accession in line 19, which hardly agrees with what is known 
from Sherii-a. Who the two young men were (line 35) I 
cannot even guess. 
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rhiib^ ny^n mrt piDt pa p nhii'B* ny^ifn e^n pan n^oro 
, . . "irvWt min »j3 . . . nn*nn . . . 
0315 vn'' Q''DK'n }» D'l^fiDN n^Dn[i]i nvnv'' pin . . (2) . . . (i) 
n^DDiti ny^'<r] ^iam -nn *aii?N joi [i3^]nN ... (3) M''3nfS wiV' 

ijn'-in (s) '•''' nn u^nx pn n»3 (4) n^wj ^331 n»3n''Ni nij'-pti 

iri)!? bhy noineoi nia^B'''n Tin n%n '•a }do cnna n'ow njcya 
liaa iWT-o b bv Vish wiini voacD ijpn^xi M-^-ivb] waB' vnnsi 
ni'is *a 13N D-yniDi rnojN ^'*'' ii) n'^im (6) oarol "ion 

naa Dnnitf^ bi cin''i'y {jNtyiji ^n~ib>'' vnN di^'B' nx K>nnb i^Nin 
jiaa vj>")i vnN Dii'E> i'j; (7) -invai n'aniN i<i»B>'' oiJE^n^ tib^ )%& 
d''i'NBn3 13N Toni ia Diets' nj nnanx <jni 'ns [yo^ 

Danism oaninN onijoi oananx nnt3i:i oanN [D'']aia[»]i MDii'B'a 
Di''ph mn-iani wnosn nyi? ny»i nsntn n^'i nanat^n n^j (s) fjnoi* 
DHN Da Da'b '•INT nfli aiiyh i'N I'aN jjii 'ijn nan idnd 

D^Jiy ly wriD (9) nansn -non n^'B' na nxta in?Nni» 
D^ania unasB' Da''a''ai u'-j'-a nu'N nnan Difiy Dy Da5» w^nanN anci 
nnn^^1 n^nani nanxn ^b name' oao D^^n^Di D'-ipoi naa' ba Da''i)K 
nip''DBni nianan Dnjji lal? in^jcni na'-B^n '•oanai laa ia[E>''?] (10) 
Dns DaniB'ya Dai Dnpo a^ ai Da''niaN D-B^y vn icxa D^B'Dinni 
laa^Ni noiNO Dao la^Ni tub) (n) pp nb''i n^sp niayi -itaaan ^on 
Daaw Daia nns lainai'B'm lainnaB^ lainary no maya O'^n^ 
d'bm on noB* DaTiiax ns maa' py inia la^as iiw nnaa D^rno 
la'-nnaN bv D"'a''B'D Daa^x li^'-aNB' laniN DaB'aa n^ya in lainoND (n) 
wnnaB^ Hiaai wnaprai la^nniB' nnnsxa np'iao Dab b« ncB* in 
Dmaa Dyn bs D''0B' '•on-ia Nii'n *^^d (13) la^nNTii la'-nean Dy 
na nsia xh lanai bv a''B'» pK '•ai la^a bv D^ananoi lannx 
TiNnij (14) D''yiBnDi lantyij ins na i)an t6'<H iayai> fiaa pisbsdi 
Daa-N noi> Dynn«b in''i DyiB>N-i in'' nt lanna la-iKB'a »a ia''^n 
Daa DnuD W'^na^ ^ai* *invi Danbif anaoa wnx Dns laa D''ani3 
wai* Jjy nni?y n^i la-iniaB* •<iy< b nmoh (15) mTyi" iai> vnnB* 
nB'pin Da nays' D^aB'a laniN Daary iai> no '•a laia^vym lawyans' 
Sy ^a1^ Dy Daniatij (16) la^naia i6^b^ laa DnnaB'n »b '•a lai) 
-iiayai oa^isyo D-'i'-pD la^ni Dan« cnntao ia«n sb la^b d'Toann 



I06 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 

'3 (17) Dn"'n» K^a^i oyb^ ainaij n-an^ cnk^ wj'n n^oann nonsi 
"iiNi t'n tifii '•3 naa r'-n fn minn niata bii'w^ iioyn ona minn 
TO ijaa Dan'-ainh dajw ni^j^ uraN pa'-n ^a niyi to' 

naiiND n^iJD hnain navi cini (18) t^ntifl nanij naiii O'^-pi' 
i>j>i rTiaiDn i>3> ai6 nia-ia Nian Dn^^Jin hvi'' n'<n'^y\KhS i»wi rririDo 
e'lT-nn (rp) oaw-nni wt'P'' cia'i'N wana ipne'Ni nainDn 

DTOUE'i 13''3b!' onaB'i 'ii'bti oioann b mirna nasjn nns w^j n'-ntj' 
Dmmn n!? "le^sa iji> mm dj^d dvij? to uTiuiNja Dnntyni u^ 
oa^i^'. H^ii oanaij onni'B' sij •-a wnyi oriK'i'nn oj naittrin (so) 
WDV oa'-aii la'-DTiB' dao ncj'paa w-fp'' nny 1J''nw1^<» 

ijisi'Nai i3*snb it2^ani M^bv loini (21) oaaab uTij^nn nj ham 
13^ launni nna lafi ciniha wjianni na-B'^n ya cia'-nN by iDmi 
nnn (23) [oajnana il^'-san dj oaj'-y naitsai cann nana Dni»i 
oi? i{j^'«B' ly wnya D«ii wmaya niSnpn imaim nayB> CJB'n 
iT'iT'i oa^xN Q-ivapan D''twinn dp ij'wtfa Din^e^i nuitj'n nip'-oa 
Daa^ij-pna riNrrt TOsa uiomi i's oiob' prtN '•ja ni (23) i'y ^afi 

T" by un^B' ram mai (24) niB'SJ cij> uib'bj naa-iam rannxa 
ib ai '•i'y io p rn £» wi^B^ n^pan aiB'nn jptn nD^K* no WT-p* 
(1) nnia ^jj? '-it-j ana nojn mij^npn ^n nmna mas '•wao pa yiT-n 
ijy i-iTy D^yinn d^jnn Niiaa^ pe'na anyn an^n anyan •-:{}> (25) 
noi'B' ■Mb nuaa nnrn dj ana ainan ba mtwi' oyn iprm t:im'<^p 
aina^ wsy^ Nin laai np"'i iiaa bi* ^ixn Nin '•a (26) innp''i irrpa 
ibpn ijNi onuon Dwon }d ipmnm dai? inanNO oa'-^'K 

Doy (a?) naiD px -la DCB'a isipn isNi Dam ^jn wan ^jni oana 
Sjni naiB'nn oy uyai' oananj nnoi w^s daTOt lo^en 
ijoal' DiE'"i"'a dai? mrr' ib'n nbam iim fan i>ai dnnsn 

daoii'E'i mvii pana popvi mvjB' na 

•iypp n:& )bo2 
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III. 

MS. Heb. c. a8, fol. 15. Paper, ii| x 8 inches. The letter 
consists of a7 lines, unskilfully written, with some correc- 
tions. It is an appeal from the Jews of Jerusalem to Ephraim 
ben Shemariah of Egypt for help in their difficulties. The 
number of pilgrims has fallen off, and the contributions do 
not enable them to pay the heavy taxes. There is no date, 
but as Ephraim was a peraon of importance who appears 
in several documents, we are able to determine it with 
some degree of certainty. In MS. Heb. a. 2, fol. 4 [Catal. 
no. 2805], dated 1030, at Fost^t, he is a witness to the 
Kethubhah of Berakhah bath Shemariah (his sister ?). In 
MS. Heb. b. 11, fol. 12 [Catal. no. 2874] he is also a witness. 
The deed is broken and the date incomplete, the tens being 
lost. In the Catalogue I have given it as 47 [o] 7 A.M., but 
as the verso is dated 1039, it is probably 47[9]7 A.M.= 
1037 A. D. Another fragmentary deed, to which he is 
a witness, is MS. Heb. c. 28, fol. 30 [Catal. no. 2876], dated 
1 041 at ... on the Pishon. A letter addressed to him in 
MS. Heb. d. 6$, fol. 4 [Catal. no. 2877] is dated 1035. The 
letter in MS. Heb. a. 3, fol. 28 [Catal. no. 2873] was written 
about the same time, as I hope to show in a future number. 
I misread the date when writing the description for the 
Catalogue. The present letter may then reasonably be 
supposed to belong to some time about 1 030-1 040. 

Since the text was in type, I learn from Dr. Po2aianski 
that it has been already published by Wertheimer (from 
whom it was bought) in his B^B^T' "'TM II, fol. 17 (Jerusalem, 
1 901). However, it was desirable to reprint it in connexion 
with the other documents relating to Ephraim. 

a^D-ipD nuiDi b'-ciDD ntt-131 D'-omi loni jm concD ah& 
n^Jiyon nann onsN ani no "ip ia ia i32iK>ni «■)•'?'•!' onD'-yi d'-JB'i 
b'^'i ntyi 'n:f3''i mix iiob''' bcni njna lejj nn'-B'a paa nnij'n 
n» pa inu iD^on Tityn nnoB' an n» pa }a iT-nc vsja 
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na Tn« «ooi oionn"' mw dnd hia 01^5? ipin lann uivr ke' 
iJn)N isfN naiion naivjjn naii'yn nan E'^p^ t-w a'2^'<n m^'tn 
Dipcn na'-ti''' iiay irt^aj ij>«i miis b QiDoun d>ian hy D'-biD 
Ni»i DjJio "1313 D''V-inD vatj'i'' '•3 li'-b naa aim '•om bx ntn 
inisap "iB'Ni -IBDD3 opD Q''Minn vn nxm n3B'3 ••a m^p» nco nnaa 
nxB'J2' no niii5i> usivini hjb' ba u^b is'n tyjiyn ina ia n''n n^j 
n3D3 ini5f W3M iw ny ^22 a<b?)\i^ wn "ib^n o^B'Jvn ui? n xh 

13b51 dmn D«3ynl QTiK^Q n« [1. i'33] b 131 NXOJ N^ 3»"in 

niJiiy3 iNB'jn nib umNi toyo ibpTif^ h'^^vn vn Don jd D''nnia 
nnyi imv u^pm"' ly un* ^jn^ j^n uni nTio hrh -inb'j Ni> a''''3yn 
onxD ha rb\if: lefn n>x b ay naiD nisj^^ ny ba uoy inoii 
1*^ lain "3 i?2> ba bnB>ni ijj*pr nx nfc'yni mar vbv lobi 
■•aia jmn pjdv ai no uni^JB' 13Db>i nn-i wwa ™n nnyi la *ibi 
anso i'N niSnpn bn a^ans loy uanai vjy jj^n wni iDi>Dn na'' 
-lann lai 5'n-ib'i •■ni'Ka fint33ni a^j^T'i b bi n-inia^ao b bi 
ne'yni nrn aipon ne^'-i i-ib« fbrh) i?''& Tna inironi) n5>iy»n 'iip'^n 
at^a niwpvi ia npn aipcn itsr'' icni "ip^yn nnx ^a inoiia loy 
nibp "i3r p>DB3 t6 ny ba >a ido inaj t«h om idj pw iojiin 
i^np b nins onaa nnan ^b3 ByB3 aya uoy wy ityxs anxo 
lyai niya i3*nB'p3 pwi u^nbn yoc''' ii:f a'-ntn nn3i ^y1D b3i 
ivn . . jvaT* tnianai nmaioi pi^tfi i»N-iB>* nu b lyai T-iib b 

3-1 w nb mi 

On the verso is the address as follows : — 

anaN ini -io "ip ij 33 ij3iB>ni u-iv* [^«J 

nxv i-isj>i mv noK''' nhyon -arm 

iiiiJn loi'Dn ni-i»t5' an no p 
anvD 

The rest of the verso is blank. 

A. COWLET. 



